
July 20th, 2025 - 16  Sunday of Ordinary Time ~ Year C th

Thank you for
Supporting our

advertisers

The Jubilee Prayer 2025

Father in Heaven, may the Faith you have
given us in your son, Jesus Christ, our

brother, and the flame of charity enkindled in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us

the blessed hope for the coming of your
Kingdom.  

May your grace transform us into tireless
cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.  May

those seeds transform from within both
humanity and the whole cosmos in the sure

expectation of a new heaven and a new
earth, when, with the powers of Evil

vanquished, your glory will shine eternally.  
May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us,

Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the
treasures of heaven.  May that same grace
spread the joy and peace of our Redeemer

throughout the earth.  To you our God,
eternally blessed, be glory
 and praise for ever.        

 Amen.

Summer Mass Schedule

Sundays 8:30 am
Fridays 9:00 am  

Adoration & Confession 
@8:00am Fridays or 

by appointment

Eucharistic Adoration
2  sunday of the Monthnd

After Mass until 3:00pm

Communion for the
HomeBound

Call Deacon Dan (207) 731-8111

Faith Formation
Anna robinson  (207) 267-0586

 Parish Office
1063 Benedicta Road

P.O. Box 27 
Benedicta, Maine  04733

(207) 365-4294
Lisa Ammerman, Admin. Asst.

lisaammerman@portlanddiocese.org

Office Hours
Tues. 8:30-11:30 Thurs. 8:30-11:30

 Fri. 9:30-11:30
After Mass on Sundays

or by appointment 746-7960

stbenedictsmaine.org

St. Benedict’s Parish
St. Benedict’s is a family-oriented community of faith, called through our baptism to

give witness to trust, love, understanding, and patience.  
We are a family that is nourished by the sacraments, 

and led by the Spirit.  Welcome to our Family!

 Pastor: Rev. Fr. Sefembiy Justin 
Emergency Number 531-0280   e-mail: sefembiy.justin@portlanddiocese.org

Weekly Offertory

June 29th

       Regular                        $  762.60

July 6th

       Regular                        $ 1226.00

       Capital Campaign       $ 1475.00

July 13th

       Regular                        $1093.00

       Heat & Electric          $  708.00

July 20th

       Regular

July 27th

       Regular

       Peter’s Pence

August 3rd

       Regular

       Capital Campaign

August 10th

       Regular

       Heat & Electric

       

Capital Campaign

Capital Campaign Goal:$200,000

         Raised:  $54,333.81

   Dispersed: -$34,938.23 

 (for church roof scheduled for after VBS)

    Balance: $19,395.58

Please mark your donation
 “Capital Campaign”

Thank you for your
support! 

 
Dear Wonderful people of God, the readings for the 16  Sunday of Ordinary Time year
C, invite us into a deeper understanding of Hospitality and the call to prioritize what
truly matters in our Christian lives. In today's first reading, we witness Abraham's
encounter with three visitors. With remarkable generosity, he offers them food and
shelter, exemplifying true hospitality. It is revealed in this encounter that in serving
others, we encounter God and invite a divine presence and blessings into our homes.
Today's Psalm tells us what it takes to dwell in the presence of the Lord and be blessed.
It emphasizes integrity, righteousness and a heart that values others.. The underlining
message here is that our relationships and how we treat others reflect our relationship
with God.

th

     The Second reading speaks of the mystery of Christ's sacrifice for our sake so that
we may be brought to maturity in faith. Like Abraham and Jesus, Paul willingly offers
his life and efforts as an act of service, reminding us that our lives are interconnected in
the body of Christ. In today's Gospel, we encounter Martha and Mary in the presence
of Jesus. Martha busies herself with many tasks, while Mary sits at Jesus' feet, listening
to his words. Given Martha's complaint as if Mary were wasting and she was doing the
necessary, Jesus gently admonishes Martha, highlighting that while serving is valuable,
being present to the lord and attentive to his voice is paramount. In our busy lives, it is
easy to become consumed by our tasks and lose sight of what truly nourishes our souls.
We can be busy with the harvest, with work and with material concerns and we forget
the lord of the harvest, the giver of the gifts and the lord of Work.
     As Christians, we are called upon to balance our acts of service with attentive
listening to God's directives through His words. Sometimes we allow ourselves to be
drawn into the unnecessary comparison of whether it is better to be active or
contemplative. As far as our life and faith is concerned, however, whether we are active
or contemplative is not really the issue. What is key is whether we are living our chosen
way of life well and not ignoring the other when circumstances call for. While
contemplative life has the ability to provide deep spiritual engagement with God, the
active life, if properly chanelled can equally enrich our sense of the Divine. When
praying, pray as that was all you had to do and when working, work as though that was
all you had to do.

 Hence St. Benedict's Dictum, Ora et Labora. Work and Pray. 
Balance work with prayer and prayer with work. 

Pastor’s Corner - Feed My Sheep (Table of the Word) 
Theme: Do not let Your Blessings pass you by Missing out

Opportunities to Serve and to show Hospitality

Amount needed weekly to run the Parish = $1278.85



In Loving Memory 

 Chris Marston
(9/18/1978 ~ 8/24/2018)

Aaron Marston
(04/04/1975~ 10/19/2022)

Basil & Margaret McAvoy
(8/5/1921 ~ 7/31/1969; 9/29/1923 ~ 12/30/2014)
 Linda McAvoy Bouchard
(2/22/1945 ~ 1/6/1982)
Mary McAvoy Lowe
(10/15/1957 ~ 2/9/2005)
Anna McAvoy
(6/28/1964 ~ 7/30/2011)
  

Fred Lewis
(11/25/1897 ~ 7/05/1995)

Ethel Lewis
(5/12/1897 ~ 10/07/1981)

W. H. Lewis
(4/19/1923 ~ 03/28/2001)

Helen Lewis
(7/23/1926 ~ 10/19/2005)

Susan L Brooks
 (8/01/1954 ~ 1/20/2009)

 

Arthur Qualey
(3/5/1916 ~ 10/24/2008)

Rita Qualey
 (1/13/1924 ~ 9/4/ 2011)

 

In Memory of:
 Robert Taylor

(12/13/1948 - 10/19/2023)
Charlene Taylor

(01/07/1943 ~ 02/20/2020)
 

In Loving Memory Of
 Richard Rush

(01/02/1931—1/24/2024
Celine Rush 

(07/08/1936 ~ 11/04/2021)
Christopher Rush

 (4/17/55 ~ 1/8/22)
 

In Loving Memory Of:
 Robert Allen (10/13/46 ~ 10/18/21)
Andrew Allen (06/14/65 ~ 12/05/20)

 

Albert J. Qualey 
(08/20/1923 ~ 06/11/2012)

Rowena Qualey 
(9/22/1927 ~ 8/01/2017)

 

John W. Allen
(1912 ~ 1/02/2004)

 Margaret L. Allen
(4/03/1924 ~ 11/19/2005) 

 

Wesley “Jim” Cunningham 
(10/26/31 ~ 01/11/08)
Richard M Cunningham

(03/14/62 ~ 11/06/21)

Lovingly Remembered
Anders Staats Nielsen 

07/07/2019 

Lovingly Remembered
James C. (Buster) Guiggey
(4/8/1927 ~ 12/4/2010)

In Loving Memory Of
Lloyd E. Bryant (1928 ~ 1987)

Esther Grass Bryant (1931 ~ 1988)

In Loving Memory Of:
 Frank Duffy (7/18/37 ~ 03/08/96)
Bobby Duffy (3/21/72 ~ 10/08/93)

 

Lovingly Remembered
Joan Filanowski

(5/26/1935 ~ 6/14/2000)
 

John J. Cummings 
(8/23/1907 ~ 4/18/1993)

 Lucile E. Cummings 
(8/19/1908 ~ 3/15/2003)

 Cecelia R. Cummings 
(11/18/1933 ~ 2/18/2013)

Earl L. Cummings 
(7/04/1929 ~ 3/10/2018)

 

 Edward Rush
(5/25/1920 ~ 10/17/2013)

Mary Rush 
(12/04/1921 ~ 6/05/2005)

 

Francis H. Qualey 
(5/22/1914 ~ 2/28/2000) 
Margaret R. Qualey
 (11/6/1919 ~ 5/01/2018)
Peter Qualey
 (12/17/1948 ~ 09/07/2020)
 

In Memory of :

 Joseph J. McAvoy
(09/10/1933—08/30/2021)

 

“Oh Jesus, bless those living and dead, who have led me
to the Holy Altar.”
A Remembrance of the Ordination to the
 
Priesthood of 
Rev. James Clifford Brown
(6/6/1936 ~ 4/6/1941)
Brother Benedict Brown, O.F.M.
(3/23/1891 ~ 7/18/1969)
Sons of St. Benedict’s Parish
 

Otis M. Hunt 
(6/15/1936 ~ 5/30/1999)

 Mary Ellen Hunt 
(1/30/36 ~ 4/17/17)

 

Ministry to the Sick and Home Bound 
 Fr. Justin will be available to the

homebound 
after Mass on Fridays. 

Please call the parish office with name,
address, phone number and condition of

the person seeking a home visit. 
In case of an emergency, call 

Fr Justin on his emergency cell, 
207-531-0280

In Loving Memory
Martin Qualey

(2/16/1984 ~ 7/24/2017) 

In Loving Memory Of
  Joseph P. Rush, Jr. 

 (11/02/1928 - 04/12/2013)
 Jane M. Rush 

(02/03/1930 - 09/02/2013)
 Jacqueline M. Rush-Johnson 
 (05/04/1972 - 03/26/1996)

 

Lovingly Remembered
Leo Joseph Crowe

(9/5/1935 ~ 1/8/2019)

In Loving Memory Of
 Leo Crowe 

(3/19/1893 ~ 12/17/1975)
Molly Crowe 

(2/13/1900 ~ 11/18/1967)
Mary Crowe McDonough 

(2/27/1937 ~ 9/28/2002)
 

The Catholic Appeal:
 The Portland Diocese of Maine

Week 8
We’ve now reached $2,837,355, bringing us to 79% of

our overall goal!

Congratulations to:

St. Benedict’s Parish
for reaching their goal. !

     Thank you to all of the St. Benedict families who have given to

the Catholic Appeal. We hit our parish goal! By reaching—and

hopefully now exceeding—our goal, we are supporting the shared

ministries across the diocese that our parish could not offer alone. 

 

     Your gifts directly fund ministries like hospital chaplaincy,

Catholic schools, college campus outreach, multicultural ministry,

and pastoral services, and many more. These ministries respond to

the needs of our local community and give Catholics opportunities

to grow in faith throughout their lives. 

 

      Thank you for your support of the Catholic Appeal and

funding efforts that nurture spiritual life, embrace God’s call to

serve, and accompany missionary disciples.



A single sunbeam is enough to drive away many shadows ~St. Francis of Assisi

Sacristans:
  July - Cindy                        August - Mike

September - Chris

Date Lector

Extra--
ordinary

Minister of
the

Eucharist

Alter
Server

Offertory
Counters*

Greeters

July 20th Scarlet Brenda David
Pat,

Harold &
John

John & Jill
Duffy

July 27th Dustin Pat Rob
Ken, Rose

& Deb
John & Jill

Duffy

August 3rd Lana Anna Q Anna Q
Andrew

Harold &
Ken

Deb D. &
Rose

August
10th

Earl Tom David
Pat, Rob &

John
Deb D. &

Rose

August 17th Chris Brenda Rob
Rose,

Cindy &
Andrew

Deb D. &
Rose

August
23rd

Brenda Chris Anna Q
Ken, John

& Rob
Deb D &

Rose

“Many hands make light work”

Will you lend yours to 
 count the offering?  

To join the rotation of offertory
counters Please contact the
office, OR stop in after mass!

Thank you for your help 

Faith Formation News  
  

*3 Counters are required. Volunteers welcome!

Mark your calendars! 
The next Bandstand hot

dog/bake sale will be held
on July 26th

To Volunteer behind the
counter, to Bake, or prepare,
please contact the office

This week's episode of the 

Auspice Maria podcast is now live! 

We all struggle to fill our lives with

meaning. Some search for satisfaction from

success, comfort, or independence, though these

things often fail to fill our "existential

vacuum."

Bishop James Ruggieri invites listeners to

consider a deeper question: Why do we feel so

empty? What are we really living for?

This episode explores how the Catholic Church

—through its sacraments, community, and

tradition—offers not just beliefs, but a

transformative relationship with Jesus Christ.

Whether you're devout, doubtful, or

somewhere in between, this is a thoughtful

reflection on meaning, mercy, and the kind of

love that doesn’t leave us where we are.

A full transcript can be found on our website

at: https://portlanddiocese.org/news/podcast-

auspice-maria-ep9-existential-vacuum

All episodes of our podcasts are available on

Spotify, Apple Podcasts, and Youtube. All can

be found on our website, too at:

https://portlanddiocese.org/podcasts

Thank you for 
cleaning our church! 

To Join our volunteers, please visit the sign-
up sheet by the entrance. 

Would you like to join any of our ministries?  

Please contact the office. 

We look forward to hearing from you!

Lend us your voices!  
St. Benedict’s own Youth Choir is

looking for members!  
The Choir sings at the last Mass of
every month, and rehearses weekly
according to singers’ schedules.  We
believe God loves all voices and we do

not judge.  Join us!  

Blood Drive
St. Peter’s 

Friday August 1st
12:00PM - 4:00PM

Schedule your appointment
online at redcrossblood.org or

call 1-800-REDCROSS

News from the 

Annual St Benedict’s

Celebration

 

      Another year has gone by, and we again were blessed by
the intercession of Saint Benedict to shower graces on this
parish and all those who participated on Sunday, July 13th. It
was a simple day starting with the Mass, followed by
Eucharistic adoration, and the opportunity to go visit and
pray in the cemetery, for the souls in Purgatory, or for loved
ones who have passed. It was a beautiful peaceful time for
those of us who grew up here and call this place home. It is a
time to remember, to honor, and to look at the bigger picture
of our heritage. It should also remind us of the vision of Bishop
Benedict Fenwick, to build a community here at Saint
Benedict’s. It should remind us of the struggles the early
settlers faced, that build strength of character and faith,
and effort to work hard, into their families and their homes.
Many of us reap the rewards of that today. It is now up to
each of us, to take the charge, to strengthen our faith, to
work hard, and go forth to bring Christ to the world.
 
      There was lots of good food as always, with fun and games
with a relaxed atmosphere. We also took the opportunity to
thank Rob Meinders for his efforts in the painting of the high
ceilings and walls of the meeting room and the hallway of the
Parish Center. There are many people to thank for it all to
run smoothly. Thank you Lord for guiding us, inspiring us, and
for bringing people to help with all the activities that they
needed to be done. A special, thank you to everyone who helped
make this day a special day, from beginning to end. EVERYONE,
from the planning, efforts at Mass, to the set up and clean up,
the cooking, the coordinating and managing all the activities,
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION adorers, down to the cleanup, and the
final closing of Benediction.
 
 It was a beautiful day! What better way to

give thanks, honor and glory to our God?
 May God bless you all for your efforts.



Sunday -Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5 (1a)/Col 1:24 28/Lk 10:38-42    
Monday -   Ex 14:5-18/Ex 15:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 12:38 42
Tuesday - Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
Wednesday -  Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Ps 78:18-19, 23-24, 25-26, 27-28/Mt 13:1-9 
Thursday -   Ex 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Mt 13:10-17 
Friday -2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6/ Mt 20:20-28  
Saturday -  Ex 24:3-8/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15/Mt 13:24 30

Cathy Cyr Duffy
Riley Wheaton 
Ryan Robinson

Beckham Willett
Janie Cummings

Irene Heath
† Families Afflicted by Addiction

† Our Men and Women In the service

                                 
                             Saturday, July 22

           The Feast of 
      Saint Mary Magdalene
      “Equal to the Apostles”

~ Mary of Magdala features prominently in each of the gospels and she is most especially celebrated for her fidelity to Jesus during his Passion.

~ The Gospel of John highlights her importance when it describes her as going to Jesus’ tomb alone and discovering that the body of the Lord is
missing. In tears, she says to the angels at the tomb, “They have taken my Lord away sand I do not know where have put him” (20:1-18).

Moments later, Jesus appeared to her, making her the first witness of the Resurrection.

~ Various legends grew up around Mary Magdalene, including the unfounded assumption that she was a reformed prostitute. Today she is honored as
a patron saint of contemplative nuns.

~ In 2016 Pope Francis elevated the liturgical celebration of Saint Mary Magdalene to the rank of “Feast,” making her liturgical celebration equal to
that of the other Apostles.

For prayer and reflection

“The first to arrive was Mary Magdalene. She was one of the disciples who had accompanied Jesus from Galilee,

putting herself at the service of the burgeoning Church. Her walk to the sepulcher mirrors the fidelity of many

women who spend years in the small alleyways of cemeteries remembering someone who is no longer there. The most

authentic bonds are not broken even in death: there are those who continue loving even if their loved one is gone

forever.”—Pope Francis

Prayer

O God, whose Only Begotten Son

entrusted Mary Magdalene before all others

with announcing the great joy of the Resurrection,

grant, we pray,

that through her intercession and example

we may proclaim the living Christ

and come to see him reigning in your glory.

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever. Amen.

from Aleteia

Observances for the week of July 20th

Sunday: 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Lawrence of Brindisi 

Tuesday: St. Mary Magdalene
Wednesday: St. Bridget of Sweden
Thursday: St. Charbel Makhluf

Friday: Saint James
Saturday: St. Joachim & St. Anne

 Sunday: 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday, July 19th:   St. Martin of Tours at 3:00PM:    (D) The Marquis Family by Bob & Family

Sunday,  July 20th :        St. Benedict’s at 8:30AM:        Michael Rush, A Living Intention Happy Birthday from Mum 
                                              St. Peter’s at 10:30AM:  (D) Donnie Chasse by Rita & Family
                               St. Martin of Tours at 12:30PM:  (D) David Pelkey by his wife, Evelyn

Monday, July 21st:       St. Peter’s at 8:30AM:       For the Souls in Purgatory             
                    
Tuesday, July22nd: St. Peter’s at 4:30PM:            (D) Barbara Potvin by Jean & Sally
 
Wednesday, July23rd:                                      Father Justin’s Day Off
  
Thursday, July 24th:     Katahdin Nursing Care at 2:00PM:   For Souls in Purgatory 
                                                St. Martin of Tours at 4:30PM:   For the Souls in Purgatory

Friday, July 25th:   St. Benedict’s at 9:00AM:   (D) Reid Stanley by Anna & Billy Robinson

Saturday, July26th:  St. Martin of Tours at 4:00PM:  (D) Bertha Raymond (1  Anniversary)st

 by Debbie, Terry, Marianne, Bryan, John & Natalie

Sunday, July 27th:    St. Benedict’s at 8:30AM:  (D) Basil & Margaret McAvoy by Mike & Betty
                                        St. Peter’s at 10:30AM: (D) Donald Morin (In honor of his birthday) by Jeff & Lucia Jones
                         St. Martin of Tours at 12:30PM: (D) Jimmy Bouchard (30  Anniversary)th

 by Cathy, Troy, Tracy & Jamie

Masses & Intentions

Readings for the Week Prayer List

“The world would have
peace if only men of

politics would 
follow the Gospels.”

~St. Bridget of Sweden

“Preserve the warmth

of the family because

the warmth of the

whole world cannot

make up for it.”  

~St. Charbel Makhluf


